EXTREMES MEET
Then he began to write:

Dear Captain X^ First of all, thanks very much for
managing the commission for Crowder. He has worked
like a slave ever since he has been with me^ and Fm more
than grateful to you for giving me the chance to show my
appreciation of his services. Fm a little disappointed that
he couldn't have been made a Lieutenant^ but I know how
sticky the Admiralty are getting^ and both he and I would
have preferred to get this Assistant Paymastership rather
than a 2nd Lieutenant^ G.P.O. from the War Office,
Or is it 2nd Lieutenant^ General Service ?

Fm afraid I was a little optimistic in my postscript
yesterday about the capture of the German mail^ and the
chance of bagging a submarine. Moreover^ Fve only
myself to blame for the failure by not taking sufficiently
into consideration the possibility of the envoy leaving
earlier than my information had led me to suppose he
would. An awkward thing has just happened. One of
our people got involved in a row with some of the local
police and used his knife on them. Fm waiting now a
little anxiously to know what happens. Fm very much
afraid that I shall have to hand our fellow over to the
local police without being able to do much for him. I
dislike the idea of disowning him^ but the Legation can
hardly intervene on his behalf. I can't really blame the
boy for what he didy and it seems rotten to hand over a
kid of fourteen to be mauled about in one of their filthy
prisons^ so I shall certainly have a shot at getting him
over to one of the islands out of harm*$ way. But it may
be difficult. A good deal of pressure is being brought on
Sir Frederic Ovenden to disown us all^ and I shouldn't
260